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NOREALLY, IT’'S A “HUT”

Aspace-age, low-impact lodge lands in the Alps sy caroivi wieLan

Setat 9169 feet in the Swiss Alps, the Monte Rosa H1uf is a three-hour, cross-glacier hike firom a train station

outsidie Zermatt (Rotenboden). So when it came time for 2 86 million renovation, Swiss engineers faced a Matterhorn-size
chalienge. “Picture an island,” says Marcel Baumgartner the project's lead architect, “Ihe hut had to make its own
energy and water, use mostly naturat light and hiodegradable materials, and it had to blend with the Jandseape.!

Uin, done. Once a leaky, drafty, 114- -old frekkers’ lodge, the reimagined hut opens again this March as a model

of green design ($31; section-monte-rosa.ch). Here, some thin-air highlights.
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GEAR If a bag doubles as a statement of character,
well, you could do a lot worse than the
CRUSH' Ellington Wanderlust. Constructed of

oiled nubuck leather, the weekend-size duffel is a classic travel
piece, improving with every bump, scuff, and overhead bin it
endures. Features are clever but subtle, like protective metal
feet on the outside and well-placed pockets and sleeves on
the inside. And now for the real kicker: It only costs $200
(ellingtonleather.com). —catuanme LivincsTon
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